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Gender Polarization in Academia
•The number of women in physics decreases dramatically with



























































Encouragement & Discouragement 



































































































































Limitations and Future Research
• One	institution	study
• Relatively	small	number	of	participants
Future	Research
 Replicate the	study	with	a	larger	number	of	participants
 Collect	data	from	multiple	institutions	across	the	country
 Study	involving	graduate	female	students	who	decided	to	
continue	with	physics.
Closing Vignette
“If	you	make	all	your	women	students	and	faculty	feel	more	
valued	by	your	speech	and	actions—including	speaking	up	for	
family	friendly	practices— and	if	you	publicly	chastise	those	
that	make	demeaning	or	snide	comments,	you	will	find	the	
rewards	are	great.”
Judy	Franz,	condensed	matter	physicist,	and	the	Executive	
Officer	of	the	American	Physical	Society	
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